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It is all  
about 
location
Investors chose an apartment over 
another housing type because of easy care, 
affordability, rental potential and location.

“ We bought it for the low maintenance and 
no garden. We considered it a good lock up 
and leave. We also considered it to be easily 
rentable because of the railway and easy 
access to shops. We bought an apartment 
with 2 double bedrooms because we  
thought this would rent far more easily.”

“ We chose an apartment as easier to look 
after, lower maintenance and location lent 
itself to apartment style living and these  
days young people don’t want the stress of 
looking after a house in my opinion.”

“ The price for apartments better suited 
our budget for inner city. A town house or 
house would have been old and required 
maintenance and would have been a higher 
outlay. If we looked for a home it would have 
been further away from the city and been 
riskier to rent due to vacancy rates.”

Choice  
is part of 
the future
The WA apartment Advocacy (WAAA)  
was formed by Samantha Reece to 
activate Western Australians who 
support apartments as a housing choice. 

Samantha understood, from her many 
years in community consultation, that 
there was a group of people in WA who 
chose apartments as their preferred 
home and who also loved this choice.

Samantha therefore set up the WAAA  
to give these residents a voice about 
what they would to see in the future  
with regards to apartment living.

A survey was released online in January 
2017 and by February 2017 – 359 
respondents had completed the survey. 
The only criteria was that they had to 
own or live in an apartment.

This was the first time that research 
of this nature was undertaken with WA 
apartment livers/owners.

Of the 359 respondents, 88 were 
investors and hence this is a snapshot  
of some of the 2017 survey results. 
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80% resided in Perth, 
14%regional WA

81% purchased as a pure 
investment, 19% purchased 
with the intent of living in the 
investment at some stage

61% owned more than one 
investment property and of 
this group, 81% owned two or 
more apartments

Central Perth, East Perth, South
Perth and Cockburn Central 
were the core areas they owned 
their investment

39% had owned their apartment 
longer than 5 years and 34% less 
than 2 years



BE OPTIMISTIC FAVOUR 

APARTMENTS

BUY OFF 

THE PLAN

REFER 

APARTMENTS

waaa.net.au #mychoice

Next time
The majority of investors surveyed were 
looking for apartments or flats (88%). 

The investors who bought an apartment 
mostly looked at similar apartments in the 
same suburb, but also considered similar 
apartments in different suburbs. 

Investors were less likely to be specific 
suburb searchers than resident owners 
and renters. Only 67% were focused on 
their suburb (and would have considered 
any type of property). 47% would have 
considered buying in a different suburb. 

In the type of property vs. suburb debate, 
more were considering an apartment in 
particular (92%) than were specifically 
considering the suburb they purchased  
in (67%).

How to find 
out more
If you would like to review the full investor 
report or that of the renters and owner/
occupiers than contact Samantha Reece at 
sam@waaa.net.au or www.waaa.net.au. 


